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Hal Henty
BIG DAY FOR JENNA: Liverpool senior guard Jenna Wike and her Liverpool girls basketball teammates celebrate 
Wike passing 1,000 career points in last Saturday’s 52-38 win over Rush-Henrietta at Onondaga Community Col-
lege’s Allyn Hall. Wike is the third player in program history to reach 1,000 points, joining Robin Capoto and Kristyn 
Pluchino. See story, page 6.

GRAND tOtAL

Meyer Manor decision looms in Liverpool
Public hearing set feb� 26 regard-
ing proposed apartment complex

BY RuSS tARBY
Contributing writer

Municipal engineer Steve Calocerinos has been mak-
ing presentations to the Village of Liverpool Planning 
Board and Board of Trustees for more than two years 
now while representing developer Cosimo Zavaglia in 
his effort to create Meyer Manor, a 108-apartment com-
plex proposed at 1225 Tulip St.

If the project gets a green light from the village, Zava-
glia plans to purchase Marvin Meyer’s eight-acre prop-
erty just north of the Thruway and build the three-story 
apartment buildings.

On Jan. 22, Calocerinos made what he hopes will 
be one of his last presentations to the planning board, 
which scheduled another public hearing on the project 
for 7 p.m. Feb. 26. The board members are John Eal-
lonardo, Michael LaMontagne, Peter Osborne, alternate 
James Taft and Chairman Joe Ostuni Jr.

“For reference,” he said, Calocerinos presented 
the board with photographs of several local three-
story apartment complexes all situated alongside 
residential areas, including Harborside Manor, Old 
Liverpool Point Apartments and Covered Bridge 
Apartments.  

In September, 18 people spoke at a public hearing 

convened by the village Board of Trustees about the pro-
posed complex and most opposed it, including several 
residents of the adjacent Johnson Tract. 

Ashley Hicks, for instance, summarized the neigh-
bors’ opposition, citing increased noise and traffic, in-
trusive lighting, lack of privacy and destruction of green-
space. 

“We’re against this development which infringes on 
our right to the quiet enjoyment of our homes,” said Peg 
Salvatore, president of the Johnson Tract Neighborhood 
Group.

On Dec. 18, the village board approved a zone-
change from R-1 to R-3 — allowing for multiple family 
dwellings — for the development’s entryway, sending 
the project back before the planning board. The trust-
ees approved the zone-change by a vote of 4-1, with 
Trustee Bradley Young dissenting because of traffic 
concerns.

The state Department of Transportation approved 
plans for the apartment complex last summer.

On Jan. 22, Calocerinos pointed to his architectural 
drawings to demonstrate “the substantial amount of 
space between the residential area and the proposed 
apartment,” he said. “Most are more than 95 feet away, 
one is about 45 feet away.” He also promised an “aes-
thetically pleasing buffer.”

A Jan. 19 letter from Town of Salina Engineer Doug-
las Wickman was received by the planning board. The 
Johnson Tract is located outside village limits but within 
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L’pool parent urges BOE 
to drop abstinence-
only sex ed presenters

BY ASHLEY M. CASEY
Staff writer

A month after the Baldwinsville Central School District 
booted New Hope Family Services from presenting their 
abstinence-only program to health classes studying sex edu-
cation, a parent in the Liverpool Central School District is 
hoping her district will follow suit.

Caitlin Coulombe, the parent of a seventh-grader at Chest-
nut Middle School, said her child brought home a form from 
health teacher Eric Cizenski in November with instructions 
to sign and return the form to indicate both parent and child 
understood the health curriculum.

The form included the following: “New Hope Family 
Services presents their Abstinence Education Program to 
the eighth grade health classes, which contains information 
about decision-making, healthy relationships, abstinence 
education, and STI’s.”

According to its website, New Hope is a “pregnancy 
resource center and a New York state authorized adoption 
agency.” The organization was formerly known as “Evan-
gelical Adoption and Family Services.” In addition to its 
adoption services, the Christian nonprofit offers pregnancy 
tests, advice and assistance as well as “Real Love Respects,” 
an abstinence education program that visits health classes in 
several school districts in Central New York. New Hope pres-
ents the program at Chestnut Hill and Soule Road middle 
schools but not at Liverpool Middle School.

While her child won’t start eighth grade until the 2018-19 
school year, Coulombe decided to take action. She contacted 
school officials about her concerns Nov. 15 and has been go-
ing back and forth via email and phone ever since.

“I had some ethical concerns with the program being pre-
sented by a religious organization” Coulombe told the Star-
Review. “I understand that they say the program is designed 
for a public school setting, but at the same time they’re talk-
ing about theologically driven ideals — waiting until mar-
riage, the purity of virginity, reclaiming virginity — which is 
not something that belongs in a science-based classroom.”

Coulombe appeared before the LCSD Board of Education 
on Jan. 8 and asked the district to end its relationship with 
New Hope. 

“I read a statement to the board expressing my concerns 
with New Hope and I also gave them a letter stating how 
happy I was with the school district and that this was a lapse 
of judgment on their behalf,” she said.

‘that’s a home run, folks’
At the Jan. 22 meeting, representatives from New Hope 

spoke about the Real Love Respects program. Acting Execu-
tive Director Judy Geyer said New Hope strives to leave reli-
gion out of its presentations but seeks to “reflect community 
values.” 

“Our Real Love Respects program is not to replace the 
sex ed program,” Geyer said. “Instead, it is to complement 
and enhance it.”

Christine Goldman, New Hope’s Real Love Respects pro-
gram coordinator, said the presentation is “non-judgmental” 
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I have not spent much time in my life 
either thinking about nor writing down 
things I would like to do before permanently 
visiting that “happy hunting ground”. In 
fact, the �rst time I had ever heard the 
term “Bucket List” was in the movie... �e 
Bucket List with Morgan Freeman and Jack 
Nicholson. Great movie. However, if I ever 
did get the urge to start a personal “Bucket 
List” at this stage of my life, there are only 
two things I wish I could do in the next few 
years:

1. Non golf - Visit the Greek village 
where my mom and dad were born.

2. Golf - Attend the Masters Tournament 
in Augusta. I have had several opportunities 
but always said to myself...next year.

As a golfer, if I hadn’t already been to 
the PGA Merchandise Show 17 times, it 
would certainly have been number 3 on my 
“Bucket List”.

A few weeks ago I informed you I 
would be attending the annual 65th PGA 
Merchandise Show. It was held at the 
beautiful 750,000 sq � Orlando Convention 
Center in Orlando, Florida. Every year for 
the last 17 years, I have tried to be “open 
minded and fair” when evaluating the 
over-all quality of the show compared to 
previous years. As you know, golf has not 
exactly been a thriving industry over the 
last 8 years. �is year there seemed to be 
much more optimism about the future.

�e 2018 Show with over 40,000 
attendees and over 7,000 golf professionals 
turned out to be one of the best I have ever 
attended. �e exceptional management of 
the event with regard to ease of registration, 
design of the convention �oor, quality of 
the booths, quality of the new golf products 
combined with great customer service, took 
it to a new level. �e educational programs 
and the speakers were truly a remarkable 
combination of knowledge, experience 
and name recognition. For example, Greg 
Norman, Suzy Whaley (Syracuse roots), 
Mike Bender, Rickie Fowler, Bob Vokey, 

Scotty Cameron, David Ledbetter, Claude 
Harmon Jr., Chi Chi Rodriguez, Michael 
Breed, Adam Scott, Mike Malaska, Davis 
Love lll, Pia Nilsson, Lexi �ompson, Hank 
Haney, Kay McMahon, Jon Solheim, Dana 
Radar, Maurice Allen, Lou Holt and Hal 
Sutton are just the ones I saw there. �ere 
were probably 5 times as many that I did 
not see.

I had the opportunity to demo most of 
the new clubs including drivers, fairway 
woods, hybrids, irons, putters and balls. 
Wow! With regard to the new 2018 golf clubs 
I can, without hesitation, claim that this 
year the design, quality and performance 
of the clubs from Callaway, TaylorMade, 
Titleist, Ping, Cobra, Mizuno and Tour 
Edge are exceptional. I expect to buy all 
new clubs this year but have not decided 
which brand or combination of brands 
to buy yet so I have decided to wait until 
March 1st to make my �nal decision. Here’s 
why...I will be attending the “Golf Show 
at Turning Stone” presented by Pepsi on 
February 16, 17 and 18 to demo all of them 
one more time over the 3 days. I believe all 
of the manufactures listed above will have 
a booth at the show  and I expect to hit 
balls at the 40 station double decker driving 
range. I will also be able to try the new 
putters and wedges at the great short game 
area they have built inside the Dome. And 
for those of you who are currently playing, 
just starting to play or coming back to the 
game, there will be golf seminars, every 
hour on the hour, conducted by CNY Golf 
Professionals. Sounds like a new  “Bucket 
List” item to me. See you at the show.

Perry Noun is the former 
executive director of the 
Northeastern NY PGA 
as well as a competitive 
amateur golfer and win-
ner of the New York State 
Super Senior Amateur 
Championship. Perry 
Noun can be heard on 
“Tee Time With The Pro-
noun” on... News Radio 
570 WSYR and 106.9FM 
at 7AM on Saturdays.
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Put this event on your 
golf “bucket list”......

and was “developed and designed for the 
teens.”

“This program helps them in their deci-
sion-making. We don’t tell them what to do; 
we give them information,” Goldman said. 
“Just as we teach our teens about the risk 
of cigarettes and the addiction it can cause, 
the risk of alcoholism, we want to stand and 
teach our teenagers about the risks of casual 
sex.”

Geyer said student evaluations of the 
program have been overwhelmingly positive 
in the last four years, with 796 out of 798 sur-
veys giving the presentation good marks.

“That’s a home run, folks,” Liverpool 
board member Kevin Van Ness said upon 
hearing that statistic.

Van Ness was not the only board mem-
ber who spoke in support of the Real Love 
Respects program. Michael Leone said the 
presentation encouraged conversations 
within his family about sex ed and absti-
nence.

“They weren’t always the most talkative, 
but your program definitely opened up the 
dialogue,” he said of his three children. “Un-
fortunately, we’re living in a society today 
where the two-parent home is being dimin-
ished monthly, daily. One parent is faced 
with working, feeding the kid … and trying 
to teach them to be a young adult as well, so I 
feel like we need as much help in the schools 
as possible.”

Board member Stacey Balduf said she has 
seen the consequences of unintended teen 
pregnancy in her career as a family law at-
torney.

“It uproots their whole lives,” she said, 
adding that pregnancy can cause teens to fall 
into poverty and to drop out of school.

“The reality, regardless of what your 
personal beliefs are, there’s only one way to 
really make sure you don’t get pregnant,” 
Balduf said.

BOE member James Root said the New 
Hope program is “worthwhile to continue” 
and asked why the group only visits CHM 
and SRM, not Liverpool MS.

“We would be happy to be in the third 
middle school,” Geyer said.

However, other board members expressed 
their concerns about the program. Neil Fitz-
patrick said he did not see anything overtly 
religious in New Hope’s program, but he 
suggested updating some of the language 
used.

“Maybe simply the words ‘premarital 
[sex]’ bring about connotations in 2017. A 
lot of kids might feel separated from the rest 
of the crowd based on the use of that lan-
guage,” Fitzpatrick said. “Could we explore 
curriculum verbiage that changes to things 
like ‘adult’ and ‘consenting’ and ‘healthy’?”

Board member Richard Pento, who is a 
science teacher at John C. Birdlebough High 
School in Phoenix, said it is important to 
teach abstinence alongside lessons about 
contraception and protection methods such 
as condoms, but he suggested “grounding 
[lessons] a little bit in the reality of the situ-
ation.”

On average, Pento said, a male’s first in-
stance of sexual activity takes place at 16.9 
years old and a female’s at 17.4. The average 
age at marriage, he said, is 29 for males and 
27 for females.

“If we go by this pledge to save sexual in-
timacy for marriage, I think what we’re do-
ing is we’re looking at an age gap between 
16.9 years for a male who loses their virgin-
ity and marriage at 29. That’s a 12-year gap,” 
Pento said.

Pento added that adolescents may think 
in black and white when it comes to mes-
sages about sex and abstinence.

“A 25-year-old is in a very different men-
tal state … versus a 17-year-old,” he said. 
“The language can be a little bit concerning 
for some: ‘I’ve failed that, this pledge that I 
had signed is no longer valid.’”

Pento also noted that the rate of teen 
pregnancy has plummeted in recent years. 
According to the CDC, the birth rate among 

girls 15 to 19 years old reached a record low 
of 22.3 live births per 1,000 girls in 2015. 
In 2007, that rate was 41.5 births per 1,000 
girls.

“I don’t think the teen sexual activity 
rate has dropped commensurately, so I don’t 
think we can attribute individuals refraining 
from sex [as] totally the reason why the teen 
pregnancy rate has dropped,” Pento said.

BOE President Craig Dailey said “mar-
riage had a better feeling and definition” 
when New York state drafted guidelines on 
sex education in the 1980s.

“Marriage means something totally dif-
ferent today. It’s a moving target,” he said. 
“What I’m hearing is if we could just be 
more sensitive to the different type of com-
mitted relationships out there in our lan-
guage and our presentation of abstinence, 
that could be some feedback to possibly be 
considered.”

‘Nobody re-chews a piece of gum’
As the board mused on the sensitivity 

of the language New Hope uses in its absti-
nence presentations, the organization’s rep-
resentatives emphasized that their goal is not 
to make kids feel bad about themselves.

“We wanted each student to feel very valu-
able, no matter what they’ve been through, 
no matter whether they are sexually active 
or they’re not sexually active. We realize that 
some of these students have gone through 
sexual abuse,” Geyer said. “We address those 
issues in our program and help them to know 
that they are intrinsically valuable no matter 
whatever decisions they have made or what 
has happened to them where they have been 
a victim.”

Coulombe disputed the contention that 
the presentation makes students feel valu-
able, citing the example of child safety activ-
ist Elizabeth Smart, who was abducted at age 
14 in 2002, held captive and raped repeatedly 
for nine months. 

“She felt like she was broken and used,” 
Coulombe said.

In a panel discussion at Johns Hopkins 
University in 2013, Smart said she “felt so 
dirty and so filthy” afterward because of ab-
stinence-only lessons she’d received earlier 
in life.

Smart described one such lesson:
“Imagine you’re a stick of gum. When 

you engage in sex, that’s like getting chewed. 
And if you do that lots of times, you’re go-
ing to become an old piece of gum, and who 
is going to want you after that?” Smart said. 
“Nobody re-chews a piece of gum. You throw 
it away. And that’s how easy it is to feel you 
no longer have worth. Your life no longer has 
value.”

New Hope’s Real Love Respects program 
features a skit with the same premise. Bald-
winsville parent Gina Tonello’s daughter 
recorded the skit in her high school health 
class. Upon hearing the recording, Tonello 
urged Baldwinsville school officials to dis-
invite the organization from its classes. She 
also founded Stop the Shaming, an organiza-
tion with the goal of removing New Hope’s 
abstinence program from CNY schools.

In the skit, a female New Hope pre-
senter chooses a male student volunteer. “I 
think you are the one,” she says in Tonello’s 
daughter’s recording, before presenting him 
with the “gift” she’s been saving for someone 
special: a stick of gum.

The boy chews the gum, and the present-
er chooses a second boy from the class and 
deems him “the one.” To the first boy, she 
says, “I know I gave you that gift, but I kind 
of need it back,” and offers the chewed-up 

gum to the second boy.
“It’s teaching girls that their virginity is 

more sacred and it’s teaching boys that girls 
are less valuable if they’ve had sex,” Tonello 
said. 

Messages such as this, Tonello said, are 
part of the culture that has allowed sexual 
abuse, assault and harassment to proliferate.

“This is a pervasive problem. We are not 
the only ones listening to the chewed gum 
message,” she said. “This #MeToo move-
ment doesn’t just come from nowhere.”

Last year, actress Alyssa Milano popu-
larized the hashtag #MeToo on Twitter, 
encouraging people to share their stories of 
sexual harassment and abuse.

“This is not just a local issue. This is a 
national issue,” Coulombe said.

Tonello said an abstinence-only approach 
from a Christian organization can alienate 
many students.

“If I was an LGBTQ student I would be 
immediately turned off,” she said. “People 
who are turned off by ‘no premarital sex’ are 
people who have already had sex and people 
who have been sexually abused.”

Coulombe said New Hope’s approach 
keeps young people from being open with 
their parents about their health and sexual-
ity, making them less likely to seek out con-
traceptives and protective barrier methods 
such as condoms.

“This doesn’t make kids have sex less. It 
makes them have secretive sex. When sex 
is secret is when it’s dangerous,” she said. 
“Providing sex education in a sex-positive 
way — not that they need to be having sex 
now — is good for our children because 
they’re not going to be too embarrassed to 
talk to their parents.”

Ideally, Coulombe would like to see Liv-
erpool remove New Hope Family Services 
from its health classes as the Baldwinsville 
district has.

“This seems like such a sensitive topic. 
I can’t believe that this would be the thing 
they’d bring in strangers to talk about when 
they have a certified teacher who already has 
a rapport with kids,” she said.

Tonello agreed.
“Let’s let the teachers teach it,” she said.
Coulombe and Tonello both said their 

school districts could bring in less contro-
versial outside agencies to supplement the 
sex ed unit. Tonello suggested the Onon-
daga County Health Department or ACR 
Health.

“[ACR Health] has an unbiased program 
based on New York state curriculum,” she 
said. “They are an amazing organization 
and they’re dying to get into schools to teach 
their lessons.”

If Liverpool chooses to keep inviting New 
Hope to present its Real Love Respects pro-
gram, Coulombe said “at the absolute bare 
minimum” parents should be informed that 
it is a Christian organization and should be 
given the chance to opt out. Coulombe said 
Liverpool officials told her she could opt out, 
but nowhere on the form her child brought 
home does it say attending presentation is 
optional.

“If you have to chase it down, it’s not an 
option that’s actually presented to you,” she 
said. “The lack of transparency is an issue 
that needs to be resolved immediately.”

“I understand that they say the program is designed for a public 
school setting, but at the same time they’re talking about theologi-
cally driven ideals — waiting until marriage, the purity of virgin-
ity, reclaiming virginity — which is not something that belongs in a 
science-based classroom.”

CAItLIN COuLOMBE, PARENt OF CHM SEvENtH-GRADER
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New Hope Family Services currently presents program at SRM, CHM
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